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Key findings |

Strong regional grievance in Alberta

62%

Yarast

Albertans are far more likely than
residents of other provinces to
feel disadvantaged within the
federation. 62% say their province
is treated as a lower priority by the
federal government, and 55% be-
lieve the current federal-provincial
balance disadvantages Alberta.

Support for secession remains a minority view

30%

g

Even in provinces where dissat-
isfaction with the federation is
strongest, most residents still
prefer remaining in Canada. In
Alberta, 30% say they would vote
to leave Canada, compared with
63% who would vote to remain.
In Quebec, 26% support indepen-
dence while 65% would vote to
stay in Canada.

Albertans feel their province receives less than

its fair share

56%

I*

Perceptions of fiscal fairness vary
sharply across the country. In
Alberta, 56% say their province
receives less than its fair share

of federal spending, while only
18% say it receives about the right
amount.

Equalization enjoys broad national support

74%

®

Despite frequent political con-
troversy, 74% of Canadians sup-
port the equalization program,
which transfers federal funds to
provinces with weaker fiscal capac-
ity.



Key findings Il

Canadians want reforms to equalization

48%

O

Support for equalization does
not mean satisfaction with how
the system works. 48% say the
program needs major reform,
and 9% say it should be replaced
entirely. Large majorities also
favour stronger accountability
and stronger economic incentives
within the program.

Decisions about equalization should be made

by experts

71%

@

More than seven in ten Canadians
(71%) support establishing an
independent, expert commission
to make decisions about equal-
ization payments. Only 14% prefer
leaving these decisions to elected
politicians.

Canadians favour updating equalization period-

ically

80%

¢

A strong majority of Canadians
(80%) believe equalization pay-
ments should be renegotiated
periodically to reflect current eco-
nomic conditions. By contrast, only
12% support keeping payments
stable over time.

Canadians strongly favour accountability in
equalization spending

81%

&

About four in five Canadians
(81%) believe provinces receiving
equalization payments should

be required to demonstrate

that funds are used responsibly.
In contrast, only 14% support
allowing provinces to spend
these funds freely without federal
oversight. This position is less
prevalent in Quebec (64%).



Key findings IlI

Canadians believe an Alberta exit from the CPP
would weaken the system

67%

)

) PENSION {

S

Nationally, 67% say Alberta leaving
the CPP would negatively affect
the plan’s long-term financial
health, suggesting widespread
concern about the consequences
of pension fragmentation.

Canada should function as one country

&

65%
o

A clear majority of Canadians
(65%) believe the country should
function as a unified system with
similar public services nationwide.
In contrast, fewer than three in ten
(29%) support greater provincial
control over spending—even if it
leads to unequal services.

Removing interprovincial trade barriers com-
mands overwhelming support

88%

i

Internal free trade is one of the
few areas of near-consensus

in Canadian federalism: 88%

say removing interprovincial
trade barriers would help their
province's economy, and 86% say
goods approved in one province
should be allowed to be sold
anywhere in Canada.

Federal-provincial relations are nevertheless
not a top public priority

Despite the prominence of feder-
alism in political debates, only 8%
of Canadians list federal-provincial
relations among the country’s
most important issues, far behind
concerns such as cost of living
(61%), health care (43%), and hous-
ing affordability (34%).



Study overview




@ Research goals

Vox Pop Labs surveyed Canadian citizens aged 18 and over to understand their attitudes on a
range of topics that relate to federal-provincial relations in Canada. These included:

> Attitudes toward the federal equalization program and its reform

Attitudes toward interprovincial trade barriers

Attitudes toward the Canada Pension Plan and the proposed Alberta Pension Plan
Regional alienation

Attachment to Canada

Support for secession

vVvyyvYyyvyy
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3 Methodology overview

The federal-provincial relations survey was conducted online with a sample of 5,020 adult
Canadian citizens between February 9 and March 2, 2026. The survey was administered in both
English and French. Participants were recruited from Vox Pop Labs’ proprietary online panel.
The sample was weighted to be representative of the adult Canadian citizen population.

The modeled error estimate for the national sample is 2.6 percent, 19 times out of 20. For
regional samples, the modeled error estimate ranges between 4.8 percent and 6.8 percent, 19

times out of 20.

. VOX
in M | 3/137 LABS



fl Research collaboration and funding

The content of the survey was developed by Vox Pop Labs in collaboration with academic
advisors Trevor Tombe (School of Public Policy, University of Calgary), and Brooks DeCillia
(School of Communication Studies, Mount Royal University).

The study was commissioned and funded by Stephen M. L. Anderson (Edmonton, Alberta). All
final decisions relating to research design remained with Vox Pop Labs.
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Most important issues — National

In your opinion, what are the most important issues facing Canada today?

Cost of living/Inflation

Health care &

Canada-United States relations
Housing affordability/availability
Immigration/Refugees

Climate change/Environment
The deficit/Government spending
Income inequality/Poverty
Crime/Public safety
Federal-provincial relations
Jobs/Unemployment

Taxes

Other

Key takeaway &

Cost of living clearly
dominates the issue
agenda nationally (61%),
with health care and
housing well behind it.
Federal-provincial relations
register as a secondary
concern for most Canadians
(8%).

0 20 40 60
Percent

Unweighted n = 5,020.
Whiskers show bootstrap confidence intervals.
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Most important issues — Atlantic Canada

In your opinion, what are the most important issues facing Canada today? (Atlantic Canada)

Cost of living/Inflation

Health care

Canada-United States relations [
Housing affordability/availability
Immigration/Refugees

Climate change/Environment |4
The deficit/Government spending
Income inequality/Poverty
Crime/Public safety
Federal-provincial relations
Jobs/Unemployment

Taxes [

Other

Key takeaway &

In Atlantic Canada, cost of
living is the top concern
(71%), but health care

is especially prominent
relative to other regions.
Federal-provincial relations
remain a low-salience issue
(3%).

0 20 40 60

Percent

e | 737

80

Unweighted n = 522.
Whiskers show bootstrap confidence intervals.
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Most important issues — Quebec

In your opinion, what are the most important issues facing Canada today? (Quebec)

Cost of living/Inflation

Health care

Canada-United States relations
Housing affordability/availability
Immigration/Refugees

Climate change/Environment
The deficit/Government spending
Income inequality/Poverty
Crime/Public safety

Federal-provincial relations

Jobs/Unemployment 3
Taxes 4
Other 3
0 20 40 60

Percent

Unweighted n = 955.
Whiskers show bootstrap confidence intervals.
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Key takeaway &

In Quebec, cost of living
leads by a wide margin
(63%), while Canada-U.S.

relations are comparatively
salient. Federal-provincial
relations matter to some
Quebeckers (12%), but they
are not a top-tier concern.
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Most important issues — Ontario

In your opinion, what are the most important issues facing Canada today? (Ontario)

Cost of living/Inflation

Health care

Canada-United States relations

Housing affordability/availability

Immigration/Refugees

Climate change/Environment

The deficit/Government spending

Income inequality/Poverty

Crime/Public safety
Federal-provincial relations 5

Jobs/Unemployment

Taxes 5

Key takeaway &

Ontarians also put cost
of living first (58%), with
health care and housing
affordability next. The

pattern reflects broad-
pocketbook pressure rather
than a federalism-driven
issue agenda (only 5%
mentioned federal-provin-
cial relations).

Other 5

0 20 40 60
Percent

Unweighted n = 874.
Whiskers show bootstrap confidence intervals.

9/137

VOX
POP
LABS



Most important issues — Manitoba-Saskatchewan

In your opinion, what are the most important issues facing Canada today? (Manitoba-Saskatchewan)

Cost of living/Inflation &

Health care

Canada-United States relations
Housing affordability/availability
Immigration/Refugees

Climate change/Environment
The deficit/Government spending
Income inequality/Poverty
Crime/Public safety
Federal-provincial relations
Jobs/Unemployment

Taxes

Other

m‘q&w | 10137

Key takeaway &

In Manitoba—
Saskatchewan, cost of
living leads (62%), but
concern about government

spending and the deficit

is somewhat more visible
than in many other regions.
Even here, federal-provin-
cial relations are not a top
priority (8%).

20

40 60
Percent

Unweighted n = 688.
Whiskers show bootstrap confidence intervals.
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Most important issues — Alberta

In your opinion, what are the most important issues facing Canada today? (Alberta)

Cost of living/Inflation

Health care

Canada-United States relations
Housing affordability/availability
Immigration/Refugees

Climate change/Environment
The deficit/Government spending
Income inequality/Poverty
Crime/Public safety
Federal-provincial relations
Jobs/Unemployment |

Taxes

Other

Key takeaway &

Albertans rank cost of living
first (65%), but immigration
and federal-provincial

relations are more salient
here than elsewhere (18%).
This points to a more
politically charged regional
issue mix.

0 20 40 60 80

Percent

Unweighted n = 1,331.
Whiskers show bootstrap confidence intervals.
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Most important issues — British Columbia

In your opinion, what are the most important issues facing Canada today? (British Columbia)

Cost of living/Inflation

Health care

Canada-United States relations
Housing affordability/availability
Immigration/Refugees

Climate change/Environment

The deficit/Government spending |4

Income inequality/Poverty
Crime/Public safety
Federal-provincial relations
Jobs/Unemployment
Taxes

Other

12/137

20

40 60
Percent

Unweighted n = 650.
Whiskers show bootstrap confidence intervals.

Key takeaway &

In British Columbia, cost
of living remains dominant
(55%), with health care,
housing, and climate/envi-
ronment also standing out.
The agenda is more focused
on affordability and envi-
ronmental concerns than
on federalism (only 7%
mentioned federal-provin-
cial relations).

& J
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Federal-provincial
relations




Balance of powers - National

Overall, the way powers and responsibilities are shared between the federal government and the provinces has more advan-
tages for [PROVINCE] than disadvantages.

40

I Key takeaway &

30 Nationally, Canadians

appear somewhat divided
I on the current balance
of powers (33% agree
20 that advantages outweigh
disadvantages and 32%

Percent

disagree), but the largest
single group is neutral
10 (35%).

25 35
Y Strongly Somewhat Neutral Somewhat Strongly
agree agree disagree disagree

Unweighted n = 5,015.
Whiskers show bootstrap confidence intervals.
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Balance of powers - By region

Overall, the way powers and responsibilities are shared between the federal government and the provinces has more advan-
tages for [PROVINCE] than disadvantages.

Atlantic Quebec Ontario

* = Key takeaway

The national average
masks a sharp regional
split: Albertans tend to
disagree (55%) that the
current balance of powers
has more advantages

z
§ Manitoba: Alberta British Columbia than disadvantages, while
& people in other regions
50 [ look somewhat less critical.
l Regional experience clearly
shapes views of federalism.
Il \. J

o e o o S =3
Unweighted n by panel: Atiantic n= 522; Quebec n= 953; Ontario n= 874;
Manitoba-Saskatchewan n= 688; Alberta n=1,328; British Columbia n= 650.
Whiskers show bootstrap confidence intervals.
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Balance of powers - By federal party identification

Overall, the way powers and responsibilities are shared between the federal government and the provinces has more advan-
tages for [PROVINCE] than disadvantages.

Percent

Liberal Party Conservative Party New D Party
50
40 h
30 1 L I "
20 "
10 3 4 4
7 ) 19 2 E R
Bloc Québécois Green Party People's Party
50
w0 {
30 I
- I
10| 4 I 2
0 12 21 0 ] 33
Other/None Sy St Mool o Tl Sy Soppuier e St oo
50
I
30
20 I
10
0™ Suongly Somewnar Neural Somestat Siongy
sgee  agre Gsages. dsages
Unweighted n by panel: Liberal Party n=2,197; Conservative Party n= 650; New
Democratic Party n= 909; Bloc Québécois n= 353; Green Party n= 311; People’s
Party n= 108; Other/None n= 481
Whiskers show bootstrap confidence intervals.
16/137

Key takeaway &

Views are sharply polarized:
disagreement over the ben-
efits of the current balance

of powers is especially pro-
nounced among right-wing
and regionalist parties,
including supporters of the
CPC (49%), PPC (46%), and
BQ (65%).
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Regional alienation - National

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? No matter which party is in charge, people in [PROVINCE] always seem
to be a lower priority for the federal government than people in other parts of Canada.

30
Key takeaway &
I Nationally, opinion on
provincial grievance is
= 20 divided: 40% of Canadians
I agree that their province is
5 a lower priority, while 44%
o disagree.
10
q 25 17
Strongly Somewhat Neutral Somewhat Strongly
agree agree disagree disagree

Unweighted n = 5,018.
Whiskers show bootstrap confidence intervals.
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Regional alienation - By region

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? No matter which party is in charge, people in [PROVINCE] always seem
to be a lower priority for the federal government than people in other parts of Canada.

Atlantic Quebec Ontario

50
B Key takeaway
40

Regional alienation is
strongest in the Prairies
(71% said they felt their
province was treated as
a lower priority), Atlantic
Canada (63%), and Alberta
Manitoba: Alberta British Columbia (62%), and weakest in
Ontario (16%). The graph
shows that alienation is
concentrated rather than
evenly distributed across
Canada.

Percent

3
—

Unweighted n by panel: Atanti
Manitoba-Saskatchewan n= 688; Alberta n=1,331; British Columbia n= 650.
Whiskers show booltstrap confidence intervals.
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Regional alienation - By federal party identification

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? No matter which party is in charge, people in [PROVINCE] always seem
to be a lower priority for the federal government than people in other parts of Canada.

Liberal Party Conservative Party New D Party
60
:
5 , S
2 o I I 8 I Regional alienation is
il = s s i 12| s heavily partisan. PPC,
Bloc Québécois Green Party People's Party CPC, and BQ supporters
60 are much more likely
I to feel their province is
§ 40 sidelined (75%, 56%, 53%,
E 1 respectively), while Liberals
20 N I 7 and New Democrats
u 0 2 g 2 = 5 are least likely to share
Other/None D S M ST SN Sy S el e that view (23% and 26%,
60 respectively).
. J
40 I
20
i

Strongly Somewnat Neural Somewhat Stongly
age  agree

Unweighted n by panel: Liberal Party n=2,196; Conservative Party n= 650; New

Democratic Party n= 911; Bloc Québécois n= 354; Green Party n= 312; People's
n=108; Other/None n= 481

Whiskers show bootstrap confidence intervals.
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Preferred level of government - National

Which of the following statements comes closest to your view? (A) Many of the things the federal government is doing right
now would be better handled by the government of [PROVINCE]. (B) Many of the things the government of [PROVINCE] is doing
right now would be better handled by the federal government.

Many of the things the federal
government is doing right now would be
better handled by the government of your
province.

Many of the things the government

of your province is doing right now
would be better handled by the federal
government.

Not sure | 40

-

20/137

20 30 40 50
Percent

Unweighted n = 5,005.
Whiskers show bootstrap confidence intervals.

Key takeaway 5

Canadians appear divided
on whether some federal
responsibilities would be
better handled by their
province than the reverse.
Just over a quarter (28%)
agree that their province
could better handle some
of the responsibilities
currently held by the
federal government, while
around 32% believe the
opposite.
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Preferred level of government - By region

Which of the following statements comes closest to your view? (A) Many of the things the federal government is doing right
now would be better handled by the government of [PROVINCE]. (B) Many of the things the government of [PROVINCE] is doing
right now would be better handled by the federal government.

Atiantic Quebec Ontario
[
Many of the things the federal
beternandiod by o Gevernmentof our Key takeaway 5
province.
Many of the things the government I
ofyour rovine s dengrihtrow The strongest preference
‘Sorermment for provincial control
appears in Alberta (43%),
Not sure |81 . % u o — Quebec (38%), and the
Prairies (37%), while other
Manitob: Alberta British Columbia regions are more .mlxed.
Waryof he tings he fedra UnERENIE) (N
jerment s doing ight now would be substantial across the
better handied by the government of your
province. country.
Many of the things the government
of your province Is doing ight now ;
would be better handied by the federal
vemment
Not sure 41 = o | 5 =
0 20 40 60 D‘ 20 40 60 o 20 40 60
Percent

Unweighted n by panel: Atlantic n= 520; Quebec n= 953; Ontario n= 869;
Manitoba-Saskatchewan n= 687; Alberta n=1,327: British Columbia n= 645,
Whiskers show bootstrap confidence intervals.
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Preferred level of government - By federal party identification

Which of the following statements comes closest to your view? (A) Many of the things the federal government is doing right
now would be better handled by the government of [PROVINCE]. (B) Many of the things the government of [PROVINCE] is doing
right now would be better handled by the federal government.

Liberal Party Conservative Party New Democratic Party
Mony of he things h o
vavr randed by 0 gavemment o your I © - 4 o
ot v s s e Key takeaway 5
would b bt handed by e foceal I 1
o ] ‘_ '_ . 1 BQ, CPC, and PPC support-
ers are much more likely
Bloc Québécois Green Party People’s Party to prefer shifting respon-
varment . 5ob v o ks o ) . sibilities to the provinces
e "WMU/mwmmm?«::ﬁ:’ (7‘0% among those who feel
s s songrmon - § closest to the BQ and 28%
ok 3o s ranos oy i | for both CPC and PPC sup-
ot S }. ] - porters). Liberal, NDP, and
Green supporters appear
OtheriNone coEomem e m e more open to a federal role.
Mony o he g h e
bavr handed by 2 Gaverment o your
ot
o prorocers o vamtren]
ks 3 s oot o o
Not sure| 1}
o B
Parcent

Uiberal Party n=2,190

Party n= 108; OtherNono n= 461
Whiskers show boolstrap confdence intervals.
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Federal role in provincial areas - National

Which of the following statements comes closest to your view? (A) The federal government should minimize its involvement
in areas of provincial responsibility. (B) The federal government should be actively involved in areas of provincial responsibil-
ity.

The federal government should minimize
its involvement in areas of provincial
responsibilty.

Key takeaway 5

A slim national majority
(51%) believes the federal
government should limit its
involvement in areas under
provincial jurisdiction.
Support for a more active
federal role remains a
B minority view, though it is
still preferred by 33% of
Canadians.

The federal government should be
actively involved in areas of provincial
responsibility.

Not sure (16

0 20 40 60
Percent

Unweighted n = 5,011.
Whiskers show bootstrap confidence intervals.
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Federal role in provincial areas - By region

Which of the following statements comes closest to your view? (A) The federal government should minimize its involvement
in areas of provincial responsibility. (B) The federal government should be actively involved in areas of provincial responsibil-

ity.
Atlantic Quebec Ontario
The federal goverment should minimize
tonctemantn sv of proicl Key takeaway e
acivly mves oo o rovnia This preference for a lighter
responailty federal touch is visible
across most region, but it is
Not sure [210 ol gl especially strong in Quebec
(67%) and Alberta (60%).
Manitob: Alberta British Columbia
The federal goverment should minimize
it Involvement i areas of provincial
responsiily
The federal government should be
actively involved inareas of provincial ] |
responsiily.
Not sure (1T | oo 1

0 20 40 60 8 0 20 40 60 80 0 20 40 60 80
Percent

Unweighted n by panel: Atlantic n= 522; Quebec n= 954; Ontario n= 872;

Manitoba-Saskatchewan n= 686; Alberta n=1,329; British Columbia n= 648

Whiskers show bootstrap confidence intervals.
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Federal role in provincial areas - By federal party identification

Which of the following statements comes closest to your view? (A) The federal government should minimize its involvement
in areas of provincial responsibility. (B) The federal government should be actively involved in areas of provincial responsibil-
ity.

Liberal Party

New ty
- L Key takeaway 5
Ni.. § ],, ! Partisanship matters a lot

here: PPC, BQ, and CPC

Greon Party Paoples Party supporters most strongly
o i ) ) favour limiting federal
i involvement (84%, 83%,
achy o ssegopiioricr] . and 77%, respectively),
eeponstny while New Democrats are
w).* i ]* the most open to active
federal engagement (57%).
Oerons W R W o ® ®mw

Porcent
Uiberal Party n=2,194;

Party = 107; OtheriNone n= 481
Whiskers show boolstrap confdence intervals.
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Equalization




Support for equalization - National

Version A: As you may know, under the federal equalization program, the federal government transfers money to the poorer
provinces in order to ensure that Canadians living in every province have access to similar levels of public services. How
much do you support or oppose the equalization program?

Version B: As you may know, the federal government transfers money to the poorer provinces in order to ensure that Cana-

dians living in every province have access to similar levels of public services. How much do you support or oppose this
program?

Key takeaway 55

Support for equalization
is broad and robust
nationally, and the two
wordings produce very
similar results (74% and
77%). Opposition is clearly
a minority view (23% and
21%).

Percent

Strongly Somewhat Somewhat Strongly Not sure
support support oppose oppose

M Equalization program Ml This program

Unweighted n = 5,019.
show intervals.

VOX
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Support for equalization — By region

Version A: As you may know, under the federal equalization program, the federal government transfers money to the poorer
provinces in order to ensure that Canadians living in every province have access to similar levels of public services. How
much do you support or oppose the equalization program?

Version B: As you may know, the federal government transfers money to the poorer provinces in order to ensure that Cana-
dians living in every province have access to similar levels of public services. How much do you support or oppose this
program?

Atlantic Quebec Ontario

Key takeaway 55

Support is strongest in
Atlantic Canada (84%/93%)
and Quebec (82%/90%),
while Alberta is the

: most divided and least
British Columbia supportive region. Even so,
equalization still retains
meaningful backing there
e (49%/57%).

Percent

Strongly _Somewhat Somowhal  Stongy Nt Stongly S Somawhal  Stongy
Sppon wppon oot opposs  sum suppol  suppon oppose  oppose

S

W Equalization program Ml This program
Unweighted n by panel: Atiantic n= 522; Quebec n= 955; Ontario n= 874;

Manitoba-Saskatchewan n= 688; Alberta n=1,331; British Columbia n= 649,
Whiskers show bootstrap confidence intervals. VOX
POP
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Support for equalization - By federal party identification

Version A: As you may know, under the federal equalization program, the federal government transfers money to the poorer
provinces in order to ensure that Canadians living in every province have access to similar levels of public services. How
much do you support or oppose the equalization program?

Version B: As you may know, the federal government transfers money to the poorer provinces in order to ensure that Cana-
dians living in every province have access to similar levels of public services. How much do you support or oppose this
program?

Liberal Party Conservative Party New Democratic Party

Key takeaway 55
MMHL . Support for equalization is
= I I strongest among Liberals

Green Party People's Party (92%/93%)’ New Democrats
(97%/96%), and Green
supporters (99%/97%)

are the most supportive

of equalization, while

PPC and CPC supporters
= are the least supportive
(28%/36% and 42%/45%,
respectively).

g J

Percent

M Equalization program Ml This program

Unweighted n by panel: Liberal Party n=2,197; Conservative Party n= 650; New
Democratic Party n= 911; Bloc Québécois n= 354 Green Party n= 312; People's

Pary = 108; OtherNone n= 481
. Whiskas show bootaap confdonce nloras VOX
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Familiarity with equalization - National

Before this survey, how familiar would you say you were with Canada’s equalization program?

Very familiar, and can explain
the federal equalization
program to others in detail

Key takeaway &

Most Canadians (57%)
say they were somewhat
familiar with equalization
before the survey, but

Somewhat familiar, but cannot
explain it to others in detail

could not explain it in
detail. Deep understanding
is limited, and complete
unfamiliarity is less

Have not heard of the federal . common than partial

Heard of it before, but know | ;o
very little about it

equalization program before fami[iarity

0 20 40 60
Percent

Unweighted n = 5,003.
Whiskers show bootstrap confidence intervals.
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Familiarity with equalization - By region

Before this survey, how familiar would you say you were with Canada’s equalization program?

Atlantic

Quebec Ontario

Very familiar, and can explain the
federal equalization program to

others in detail

Somewhat familiar, but cannot
explain it to others in detail

Heard of it before, but know very|
itle about t|'®

Have not heard of the federal

equalization program before |10

Manitob:

Alberta British Columbia

Very familiar, and can explain the
federal equalization program to
others in detail

Somewhat familiar, but cannot
explain it to others in detail

Heard of it before, but know very
itle about t[*

Have not heard of the federal

equalization program before il

Key takeaway &

Moderate familiarity is
the dominant pattern in
every region, but deeper
perceived familiarity

is somewhat higher in
Alberta (33% say they

are very familiar with
equalization). This issue is
widely recognized, but not
widely mastered.

[ 20 0 )

31/137

20 0 50 El
Percent

20 0 60 El

Unweighted n by panel: Atlantic n= 518; Quebec n= 952; Ontario n= 871;
Manitoba-Saskatchewan n= 686; Alberta n=1,326; British Columbia n= 650.

Whiskers show bootstrap confidence intervals.
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Familiarity with equalization - By federal party identification

Before this survey, how familiar would you say you were with Canada’s equalization program?
Uiberal Party

.
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Somewhat amilar, but camnl Key takeaway &
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‘Whiskers show bootstrap confidence intervals.
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Meaning of equalization for Canadians — National

In your own words, what does Canada'’s equalization program mean to you? [open-ended responses recoded into topic

categories]

Redistribution for equity

Fiscal capacity balancing / comparable services
National standards / cohesion

Unfair burden on contributing provinces

Unsure / unclear / does not know

Misuse or lack of accountability

Political or strategic tool

No answer

Key takeaway

About one in four Cana-
dians (27%) describe
equalization primarily as
redistribution for equity.
Other responses are mainly
divided between fiscal
capacity balancing/com-
parable services (12%),
national standards/co-
hesion (11%), and unfair
burden on contributing
provinces (11%).
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Unweighted n = 5,020.
Whiskers show bootstrap confidence intervals.
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Meaning of equalization for Canadians — By region

In your own words, what does Canada'’s equalization program mean to you? [open-ended responses recoded into topic

categories]

Redistribution for equity
Fiscal capacity balancing / comparable services
National standards / cohesion

Unfair burden on contributing provinces
Unsure / unclear / does not know

Misuse or lack of accountability

Political or strategic tool

No answer

Atlantic Quebec Ontario

Alberta British Columbia

Redistribution for equity
Fiscal capacity balancing / comparable services
National standards / cohesion

Unfair burden on contributing provinces

Unsure / unclear / does not know

Misuse or lack of accountabilty

Political or strategic tool

No answer

0 10 20 30 40 0 10 20 30 40
Percent

Unweighted n by panel: Atlantic n=522; Quebec n=955; Ontario n=874;
Manitoba-Saskatchewan n=688; Alberta n=1,331; British Columbia n=650.
Whiskers show bootstrap confidence intervals.

Key takeaway

Across regions, redistribu-
tion for equity remains the
most common response,
but is notably higher in
Quebec (35%) and the
Atlantic (33%), and lower
in Manitoba-Saskatchewan
(20%) and Alberta (22%).
By contrast, viewing equal-
ization as an unfair burden
on contributing provinces
is substantially more com-
mon in Alberta (23%) and
Manitoba-Saskatchewan
(21%) than elsewhere in the
country.
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Meaning of equalization for Canadians — By federal party identification

In your own words, what does Canada'’s equalization program mean to you? [open-ended responses recoded into topic
categories]

Liberal Party Conservative Party New Democratic Party

Redistribution for equity

Fiscal capacity balancing / comparable services
National standards  cohesion
Unfair burden on contributing provinces

Key takeaway
Across federal party identi-
fication, redistribution for
equity is most prominent

Unsure / unclear | does not know
Misuse or lack of accountabilty
Poliical or strategic tool

No answer

Bloc Québécois Green Party People’s Party

Redistribution for equity
Fiscal capacity balancing / comparable services
National standards  cohesion

Unfair burden on contributing provinces.
Unsure /unclear | does not know

Misuse or lack of accountabilty

Poliical or strategic ol |

No answer

Redistribution for equity
Fiscal capacity balancing / comparable services
National standards  cohesion
Unfair burden on contributing provinces
Unsure / unclear | does not know
Misuse or lack of accountabilty

Poliicalor strategic tool fo
No answer
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Unweighted n by panel: Liberal Party n=2,198; Conservative Party n=650; New
Democratic Party n=911; Green Party n=312; Bloc Québécois n=354; People's Party

n=108; Other/None n=487.
Whiskers show bootsirap confidence intervals.

-

among NDP (37%), BQ
(37%), and Green (36%)
supporters, compared to
lower shares among Lib-
erals (29%) and especially
Conservatives (16%) and
PPC supporters (14%). By
contrast, viewing equaliza-
tion as an unfair burden on
contributing provinces is
substantially higher among
CPC (27%) and PPC support-
ers (30%) than among other
groups.
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Equalization meaning sentiment analysis — National

In your own words, what does Canada'’s equalization program mean to you? [open-ended responses recoded into sentiment
categories]

40
Key takeaway 5

Excluding non-responses,
Canadians’ interpretations
of equalization are most
often neutral (35%),
followed by positive
sentiment (26%), while
negative sentiment remains

Percent

comparatively limited (9%).

Positive Neutral Negative No answer

Unweighted n = 5,020.
Whiskers show bootstrap confidence intervals.
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Equalization meaning sentiment analysis — By region

In your own words, what does Canada'’s equalization program mean to you? [open-ended responses recoded into sentiment

categories]
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Negative No answer

Positive Neutral Negative No answer
Unweighted n by panel: Atlantic n=522; Quebec n=955; Ontario n=874;
Manitoba-Saskatchewan n=688; Alberta n=1,331; British Columbia n=650.
Whiskers show bootstrap confidence intervals.

Positive Neutral Negative No answer

Key takeaway 5

Across regions, neutral
and positive sentiment
predominate. However,
views in Quebec are
notably less positive (only
16%), largely reflecting a
higher share of neutral
assessments (38%) and
non-responses (38%).
Negative sentiment is
also somewhat more
pronounced in Alberta
(13%) and British Columbia

(12%).
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Equalization meaning sentiment analysis — By federal party identification

In your own words, what does Canada'’s equalization program mean to you? [open-ended responses recoded into sentiment

categories]

Liberal Party Conservative Party New Democratic Party
T I I T
Bloc Québécois Green Party People’s Party

Percent

Other/None

it

Positve  Neutral Negative No answer

Positive Neutral Nogalive No answer

Positve Neural Negative Noanswer

Unweighted n by panel: Liberal Party n=2,198; Conservative Party n=650; New
: Party n=31 =

54; People’s Party
=108; OtheriNone n=487.

Whiskers show bootstrap confidence intervas.

Key takeaway

A

Across federal party
identification, neutral

and positive sentiment
predominate. However,
supporters of the Bloc
Québécois and right-
leaning parties are less
likely to attach a positive
meaning to equalization:
only 14% of BQ supporters
do so, compared to 20%
among Conservative
supporters and 24% among
PPC supporters. That said,
negative sentiment remains
relatively limited across
these groups.
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Views of equalization - National

Thinking about the federal equalization program in Canada, which of these statements comes closest to your point of view?

It works well overall and only needs
minor technical adjustments.

Key takeaway &

Itis basically sound, but needs major

reforms. 150 B Canadians are more likely

to want reform than
abolition (76% vs 9%).
The modal view is that
equalization is basically
sound but needs major
reforms (30%).

Itis not working well and should be
fundamentally redesigned.

It should be phased out or abolished.

I

Not sure
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Percent

Unweighted n = 5,015.
Whiskers show bootstrap confidence intervals.

‘ vox
popr
39/137 LABS




Views of equalization - By region

Thinking about the federal equalization program in Canada, which of these statements comes closest to your point of view?

Atlantic Quebec Ontario
ot et overland iy nods . . s
minor technical adjustments.
Key takeaway
s basicatysoun, bt reads mr [ I b .
s ot g welnd shoui o Regional differences are
sharp: Alberta stands out
Itshould be phassd outor abolished. [l + . e for being much more likely
retare|m — " . to favour abolition (22%)
oraue or major redesign (27%).
Manitob Alberta British Columbia Elsewhere, reform rather

than repeal is the dominant
instinct.

It works well overall and only needs

minor technical adjustments.

Itis basically sound, but needs major (o0

27 - .
Itis not working well and should be
fundamentally redesigned
It shouid be phased out or abolished
Not sure 14 o .

% 5 0 10 2 30 40 50
Percent

Unweighted n by panel: Atlantic n= 522; Quebec n= 955; Ontario = 873;
Manitoba-Saskatchewan n= 687; Alberta n=1,330; British Columbia = 648
Whiskers show bootstrap confidence intervals
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Views of equalization - By federal party identification

Thinking about the federal equalization program in Canada, which of these statements comes closest to your point of view?

Liberal Party Consenvative Party New Democratic Party

vk we ot o ny s R

wemcion e - — Key takeaway 5>
eyt .

damentaly redesign

shoukd be phased ut o abolhed |2 D Partisan divisions are
Notsurin - o T clear. Liberals, New
Bloc Québécois Green Party People’s Party Democrats, Bloc Québécois,
ok e ot i."i;?‘!vlii.?- » and Green supporters
sty st et e - — o are more likely to see
His ot werking woland shouk bo . . equalization as workable
‘ (o 19.” with reforms (between 61%
oo s st [ e ' and 77% depending on the
Notsuri8 " ] region), while PPC and CPC
OtherNone oo e m e e supporters are much more
CR Ty ] inclined toward abolition
isbasicaty scuna, it nescs i [N, (46% and 21%, respectively)
ot g il or major overhaul (22% and
e %1%, respectively).
Notsuro|t0 +— . J
o ®m ®®

Percent

Party n= 108; Other/None n= 480,
Whiskers show bootstrap confidence intervals.
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Knowledge of equalization status - National

As far as you know, does [PROVINCE] currently receive equalization payments from the federal government?

Yes, province receives

equalization payments

No, province does not receive
equalization payments

Key takeaway &

Nationally, the largest
group says their province
receives equalization
payments (44%), but a

sizeable minority says it
does not (32%) and many
are unsure (24%). The
graph points to widespread

Not 24 — ; g
otsure confusion about provincial
status.
0 20 30 40 50
Percent
Unweighted n = 5,005.
Whiskers show bootstrap confidence intervals.
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Knowledge of equalization status - By region

As far as you know, does [PROVINCE] currently receive equalization payments from the federal government?

Atlantic Quebec Ontario
Yes, province receives equalization
payments
No, province does ot receive 1
equalization payments
Not sure 21— 16 1 B
Manitob: Alberta British Columbia

Yes, province receives equalization ‘
payments

No, province does not receive, y
equalization payments

Not sure 20 = 12k m

0 %5 50 75 0 25 50 75 0 %5 50 75
Percent

Unweighted n by panel: Atlantic n= 520; Quebec n= 949; Ontario n= 873;
Manitoba-Saskatchewan n= 685; Alberta n=1,330; British Columbia n= 648.
Whiskers show bootstrap confidence intervals.

Key takeaway &

Regional responses track
real provincial status fairly
well: recipient provinces
mostly recognize that they
receive payments (e.g.,
83% in Quebec and 75% in
Atlantic Canada), while Al-
berta and British Columbia
mostly say they do not (77%
and 59%, respectively).
Ontario stands out as
comparatively mixed and
uncertain.
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Knowledge of equalization status - By federal party identification

As far as you know, does [PROVINCE] currently receive equalization payments from the federal government?
Liveral Party Conservatve Party New Democratic Party

Yes, province eceives equaization L
payments
Key takeaway
No provinoe does no receivel

‘equalization payments|

Knowledge varies by party,

Not sure| 3 9 — A
but no partisan group is
Bloc Québécois Green Party People’s Party free of confusion, with the
Yes, province receives equalization| notable exception of BQ
L supporters (82% correctly
No.province does ot receivel, recognize that Quebec
equaiization paymens b A
receives equalization
Not sure 18 - payments). Province-
specific realities matter
E L - N :
— more than party identity,
Yes, province receives eq::;n;aéwﬂng yet u nCeI.'tainty remai ns
. substantial across the
P qvaizaton peyments board.
J
Notsure O
L
Percent

ty n=2,195;  New

Democratic Party = 909; Bloc Québécois n= 351; Green Party n= 312; People’s
Party n= 108; Other/None n= 477.

‘Whiskers show bootstrap confidence intervals.
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Accuracy of equalization knowledge - National

Accuracy of respondents’ knowledge about whether [PROVINCE] receives equalization payments.

G Key takeaway &

Most Canadians answer
the equalization-status
question correctly (59%),

40 but about four in ten are
‘a&; either wrong (18%) or
<] unsure (24%).
&
24
20
0 Correct Incorrect Not sure
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Accuracy of equalization knowledge - By region

Accuracy of respondents’ knowledge about whether [PROVINCE] receives equalization payments.

Percent

Key takeaway &

Accuracy seems highest

in provinces where equal-
ization status is politically
salient (more than three
quarters of people in At-
lantic Canada, Quebec, the
Prairies, and Alberta), and

in Ontario (only
33% provided a correct an-
swer) and British Columbia
(59%). Regional context
clearly helps people get the

Atlantic Quebec Ontario
53
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3
2
21
1
c 1
Manitob Alberta British Columbia k
75 7
59
answer right.
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Accuracy of equalization knowledge - By federal party identification

Accuracy of respondents’ knowledge about whether [PROVINCE] receives equalization payments.

Liberal Party Conservative Party New Democratic Party
7
56 = 55
50
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25 20 24 22 o
13
0
Bloc Québécois Green Party People’s Party
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Key takeaway &

Accuracy also varies

by party: BQ and PPC
supporters look relatively
well informed on this

item (82% and 72%,
respectively), while other
party groups show more
error or uncertainty. Still,
correct responses remain
the plurality in every camp.
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Perceived provincial share — National

Taking into account all federal government spending, including programs and transfers to the provinces, do you think that
[PROVINCE] receives...?

More than its fair share Key takeaway 5

The most common view
Less than its fair share is that provinces receive
about their fair share of

federal spending (42%), but

e many think their province
About its fair share | 42 —— gets less than it should

(27%). Very few think their
province gets more than its
Not sure fair share (10%).

0 10 20 30 40 50
Percent

Unweighted n = 5,016.
Whiskers show bootstrap confidence intervals.
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Perceived provincial share - By region

Taking into account all federal government spending, including programs and transfers to the provinces, do you think that

[PROVINCE] receives...?

Allantic

More than ts fair share!

Less than its fair share

About ts fair share [40

Not sure

More than ts fair share!

Less than its fair share

About its fair share |36 . mal

Not sure

[
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Quebec Ontario
' Key takeaway &
i i
Alberta stands out sharply:
B I - . a majority (56%) says the
province gets less than
its fair share of federal
spending. In recipient
Alberta British Columbia provinces, by contrast, the
modal answer is usually
1 that the province gets
about the right amount.
 m 38 i
40 60 20 40 60 0 20 40 60
Percent

Unweighted n by panel: Atlantic n= 521; Quebec n= 955; Ontario n= 873;
Manitoba-Saskatchewan n= 687; Alberta n=1,330; British Columbia n= 650
Whiskers show bootstrap confidence intervals.
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Perceived provincial share — By federal party identification

Taking into account all federal government spending, including programs and transfers to the provinces, do you think that
[PROVINCE] receives...?

Liveral Party y
More than s fie share s
Less than s fair share Key takeaway 5
About its fair share [T - 3 . .
Perceptions of unfair treat-
— ment are strongest among
Bloc Québé Green Par Peoples Part BQ supporters (50%) as
More than it fai share [-+4 2 well as Conservatives
Loss tan s i sore (a4%) and PPC supporters
(42%). Liberals and New
Avoutits fair share SRR les = | [ Democrats are more likely
o to say their province re-
— e ceives about its fair share.
More than s far share
Less than s far share
Aboutitsfic share (SRR —
Notsure
W ®®
Percent

oy n=2,197; 3
Democratic Party n= 911; Bloc Québécols n= 364; Green Party n= 312; People's

Party n= 108; Other/None n= 480.
‘Whiskers show bootstrap confidence intervals.
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Economic effects of equalization - National

In your opinion, does Canada’s system of equalization payments make the Canadian economy stronger or weaker?

Much stronger

Key takeaway &

Somewhat stronger )
On balance, Canadians

are more likely to say

No effect (Il equalization makes the
economy stronger than
Somewhat weaker | 15 — weaker (52% vs 23%).

Much weaker

Not sure

0 10 20 30
Percent

Unweighted n = 5,016.
Whiskers show bootstrap confidence intervals.
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Economic effects of equalization - By region

In your opinion, does Canada’s system of equalization payments make the Canadian economy stronger or weaker?

Atlantic Quebec Ontario

Much stronger
Someuwhat stronger|
No effect[9 ——— i — 10—
‘Somewhat weaker [10 F— 7 — 20 -
Much weaker -3 3

Not sure

Manitoba-Saskatchewan Alberta British Columbia

Much stronger 1 ] 4
Somewhat stronger|
No effect| 6 9 10 —
‘Somewhat weaker (170 IS — 21 — 65—
Much weaker| 4 4

Not sure

Key takeaway &

This positive economic view
holds in most regions, but
Albertans are much more

likely to say equalization
weakens the economy
(44%). Elsewhere, net
assessments are generally
positive.

8
°
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Percent

°
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Unweighted n by panel: Atlantic n= 522; Quebec n= 953; Ontario = 873;
Manitoba-Saskatchewan n= 688; Alberta n=1,331; British Columbia n= 649.
Whiskers show bootstrap confidence intervals.
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Economic effects of equalization - By federal party identification

In your opinion, does Canada’s system of equalization payments make the Canadian economy stronger or weaker?

Much stronger|

Liberal Party

Conservative Party New Democratic Party

No effect

Somewhat weaker [Jf-5

Much weaker|

Not sure

Much stronger|
‘Somewhat stronger|

No effect

Bloc Québécois

Green Party People’s Party

i

25 —

Somewhat weaker [{HlES—

Much weaker |1

Not sure

Much stronger|
‘Somewhat stronger|
No effect

Somewhat weaker|

OtheriNone

7 ——

-

Much weaker Jll-5

Not sure
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y n=2,196; : New

Democratic Party n= 911; Bloc Québécois n= 363; Green Party n= 312; People's
Party n= 108; Other/None n= 480.

‘Whiskers show bootstrap confidence intervals.

Key takeaway &

Conservatives and People’s
Party supporters are

the elast likely to see
equalization as beneficial:

56% of CPC supporters
believe equalization makes
the Canadian economy
somewhat or much weaker,
a feeling that is shared by
65% of PPC supporters.
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Equalization transparency - National

The way the federal government makes decisions about equalization transfers to the provinces is transparent.

40
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Strongly Somewhat Neutral
agree agree

mﬁ | 5437

Key takeaway &

Overall, Canadians tend to
disagree that equalization
decisions are transparent:
about two in five (43%)
believe transparency is

lacking, compared with
only 23% who consider the
process transparent.

Somewhat Strongly
disagree disagree

Unweighted n = 5,017.
Whiskers show bootstrap confidence intervals.
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The way the federal government makes decisions about equalization transfers to the provinces is transparent.

Key takeaway &

Atlantic Quebec Ontario
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